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Replacing the Ball Retainer in the 

Cementing Plug Launching System 

(CPLS) 

Internal Use Only
       

External Use
      

Mandatory
      

Recommended
 

 

NOTE: All parts mentioned have Tesco part numbers unless otherwise noted. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:   

During operation of the Cementing Plug Launching System (CPLS), the ball retainer that holds the aluminum ball 

may prematurely release the ball into the fluid stream (see Figure 1). To reduce this risk, a design change has been 

implemented to replace the ball retainer inside the CPLS. 

NOTE: There are two different sizes of ball retainers available: for a 1-1/2 in. diameter ball and for a 1-3/16 

in. diameter ball. 

 

Figure 1: Ball launch assembly (BLA) 
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AFFECTED PRODUCTS:       

Table 1 provides information regarding the affected ball retainers and the ball launcher assembly. 

Tesco Part # Part Description Change 

5003541 Retainer,1-1/2" Ball,Finger Type,BLA Superceded by 5003541-1 

5003540 Retainer,1-3/16" Ball,Finger Type,BLA Superceded by 5003540-1 

5003480-1 Ball Launcher Assembly,CPLS Revised from Rev 0 to Rev 1 

Table 1: Affected part numbers 

  

 

ACTION REQUIRED:      

All District Managers are required to disseminate the following information to all concerned parties: 

 

 All existing ball retainers, 5003541 and 5003540, will no longer be used and must be replaced with 

5003541-1 and 5003540-1, respectively. This change also affects all ball retainers in field kits and in the 

facilities across all business units. 

 See Table 2 and Table 3 to locate and replace all existing ball retainers. 
 

Company Total  
inventory 

Item number Item name 

arg 2 5003541 Retainer,1-1/2" Ball,Finger Type,BLA 

COL 5 5003541 Retainer,1-1/2" Ball,Finger Type,BLA 

DIMX 1 5003541 Retainer,1-1/2" Ball,Finger Type,BLA 

ECU 1 5003541 Retainer,1-1/2" Ball,Finger Type,BLA 

mfgc 8 5003541 Retainer,1-1/2" Ball,Finger Type,BLA 

usa 1 5003541 Retainer,1-1/2" Ball,Finger Type,BLA 

Table 2: Current inventory of part no. 5003541 

 
Company Total  

inventory 
Item number Item name 

arg 3 5003540 Retainer,1-3/16" Ball,Finger Type,BLA 

mfgc 8 5003540 Retainer,1-3/16" Ball,Finger Type,BLA 

NAUS - 5003540 Retainer,1-3/16" Ball,Finger Type,BLA 

usa 9 5003540 Retainer,1-3/16" Ball,Finger Type,BLA 

Table 3: Current inventory of part no. 5003540 


